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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
Gosh, Labor Day has come and gone. What a quick and busy summer it was! Hot here too. But we are
halfway through the hurricane season and have not seen so much as a tropical storm in Zephyrhills. Some
rain in June and July, but that is about it. Fingers crossed. This month's newsletter has an article about
taking pictures for listings. This is almost never done by the seller, but is completed by the real estate
professional. However, there are some tips that can help you prepare your home for its photographic
session. Good pictures drive buyers to homes. So take note.
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How to take photos of your home for listings
They say a picture is worth a thousand words, and that may be
truer in real estate than anywhere else. Ninety percent of all
homeowners begin their home search on the web, according
to the National Association of Realtors. While price is important,
the pictures you display generate real interest in your home.
So how do you take effective pictures for your listing? Here are
some ideas:
• Keep it clean. A sink full of dirty dishes makes even the
most glamorous kitchen look unappealing, so make sure your
home is sparkling before you take any photos.
• Take your photos in the daylight. Taking photos at night
makes the rooms look dark and small. Let the sunlight
accentuate the colors in your home and you'll generate
customer interest.
• Depersonalize your home. Before you take your photos,
remove any family portraits, trophies or other personalized
pieces from the scene. You want buyers to picture themselves living there, and this will be easier to do if
there isn't a picture of your family front and center.
• Balance is best. Blurry photos hinder your goal of selling the home. Place your camera on a tripod to
ensure a crisp, clean shot.
• Fill the space. If you're left with the problem of having to shoot an empty room, bring some furniture into
the scene. Even the simplest chair will give the room some perspective and allow buyers to judge its
size. If you have an open floor plan, try to shoot empty rooms as they segue into one another to add
some interest to the picture.

Back to school: How to get the kids back on schedule
The summer is quickly winding down and another school year is just
around the corner. You may be excited to send your children off to
school once again, but are they ready after an entire summer of water
parks, late nights and freedom?
If not, here are some ways you can help them return to that schoolyear routine once again.
• Start with bedtime. Reinstating the school-year sleep schedule
is often the most difficult and important part of the back-to-school
routine. Don't expect kids to make the change all on their own. Instead,
set their bed time 15 minutes earlier each night and wake them up 15 minutes earlier each morning until you reach the
desired times.
• Institute a routine. Will your kids bathe and choose their school clothes the night before or in the morning? What about
packing lunches? Consistent nighttime and morning routines will help your kids prepare for school each day so they can
arrive on time and ready to learn.
• Stay organized. Set aside a predetermined area for your kids' school items and those items will be less likely to get lost.
Create a homework station, assign coat hangers for book bags and a spot for lunch boxes. All of this will make the school
year a little less hectic.

This is one of my listings in Betmar Acres, a very
popular 55+ golf community in Zephyrhills, Florida.
This is a large mobile home community where you
own the land under the homes. And they have
enough activities to keep you going 24/7. Three
clubhouses, two swimming pools, indoor shuffleboard
courts, tennis courts, a library, and tons of clubs you
can belong to if you like. Its central location makes
getting around easy. And inside the park you can use
your own golf carts. Pets are permitted in some areas,
but not at this home. Call for more info: 813-783-4444
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