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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
Last night was the first night I had to put a blanket on my bed and turn the heat on for 5 minutes this
morning. Supposedly it got into the low 40's last night. The mornings have been a little cooler, and that has
been nice and refreshing. Despite what is happening else where, home sales continue to be pretty brisk
here and I expect that to continue as our snowbirds arrive. Even now the traffic has increased as more
cars are on the road. I also recently listed a home in Spanish Trails park and had it under contract in less
than a week! Inventory is growing, but I need more homes to sell in Zephyrhills, Florida.
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What you need to know about changing
school districts
Moving is stressful for the entire family, especially kids. While you may
understand the need to move or even feel excited by the opportunity,
children may be worried about making new friends and fitting in at their
new school. To help, here are a few things you should learn about their
new school district ahead of time so you can make the transition as easy
as possible.
1. Research the schools. The difference in the quality of adjacent districts
may be huge, even if the distance between them isn't. Websites like the century21.com and schooldigger.com can
provide you with plenty of information on the schools in your area. If your school earns high marks, congratulations. On
the other hand, if your schools are not so great, consider open-enrollment options in another district.
2. Is there a wait? Private schools and charter schools often have waiting lists for enrollment, and you may even find a
waiting list for well-respected public schools. If you are interested in enrolling your children in one of these schools, find out
if a list exists ahead of time so you can get on it as soon as possible.
3. Find fall activity start dates. If your children are interested in pursuing school activities, call the school to learn when
these activities start. You don't want your children to be late enrolling in a new activity, especially if that activity makes
them more excited about the move.
4. Are records up to date? Make sure your child's immunization records and medical information are up to date. If a new
shot is needed, bring your children to the doctor before the move – they'll appreciate the familiarity. You should also
make sure all school transcripts have been transferred so your child doesn't have to retake a class.
5. Get the new guidelines. Different schools have different rules regarding dress code, start times and locker use.
Obtaining the school guidelines ahead of time will help your family plan accordingly and protect your children from
unexpected surprises on their first day.

Is the market slowing down?
The bursting of the housing bubble was followed by several
years of growth and sustained pricing in the market. Now it
appears that this trend may be reaching an end.
In an article for Forbes Magazine, Ian Shepherdson, chief
economist of Pantheon Macroeconomics, wrote that the
fallout began in 2013 when the federal government
discussed slowing its bond purchases. This led to anxious
investors and an increase in mortgage rates. Mortgage
rates climbed from 3.59 percent in May to 4.46 percent in
November of 2013.
The trend continued into 2014 as buyers purchased fewer
homes than the month before in five of the six months
ending 2013 and starting 2014. Home sales in March of this year were the lowest they had been in 18 months.
This slow-down, however, shows stability in the market. Prices that climbed for years appear to have reached
a leveling-off point, compared to the early 2000s when prices climbed until the bubble completely burst.
While a slower market does make the prospect of selling one's home more difficult, it is not impossible. Now,
more than ever, homeowners need to partner with an experienced REALTOR® who can ensure their home
gets appropriate representation to take advantage of the market conditions.

Comfortable 2 bedroom/2 bath double-wide mobile
home in Spanish Trails Village for sale with the lot. It
features a bonus room, a carport, a screened patio,
and a utility/laundry room. The living and dining room
have double-paned energy efficient windows. This
home is being sold furnished and ready for its new
owners. No lot rent to pay here. Just pay your low
monthly fee and you get access to the clubhouse,
swimming pool, whirlpool spa, and shuffleboard
courts. The fees even cover your trash pick-up. Pets
are permitted with some limitations. Convenient
location near shopping, hospital, restaurants, etc.
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