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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
Ho, ho, ho! Where is the snow? Not in Zephyrhills, Florida. That is for sure. In fact we all plan on attending the 
tree lighting celebration on the hospital grounds on December 7th. And it will be picnic weather here! It is a 
community event that helps to usher in the holiday season each year in our town. We are seeing our roads 
fill up as northerners arrive for the winter season. Our inventory of homes for sale is increasing, but we still 
have fewer than in past years. But this will change as sellers call to list their home. Low interest rates and 
reasonable prices are spurring them on. It should be a busy winter for me! Call me when you get into town!
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How to stage your home for the
winter/holiday season

There are many benefits to listing your home during the
winter: buyers are more motivated, there's less competition,
and the sale of your home enables you to start shopping for
your next home ahead of those who wait until the spring to
list. One of the best perks of listing your home during the
winter, though, is the way the season and the holidays can
really make your staging come alive.

Here are 4 ways you can make your home a must-see for
buyers this winter:

Less is more. A clutter-free home shows more effectively in any season, including the holidays, so keep 
your decorations simple. A beautifully decorated tree, a tasteful centerpiece and a wreath on the front 
door will do just the trick. Use garland or ornaments to accentuate the positives of your home, such as 
hanging ornaments from the mantle of your fireplace or bordering your beautiful, arched doorway with 
garland.

• 

Shed some light on the situation. It gets dark quickly during the winter months, so make sure potential 
buyers have all the light they need. Keep the lights on in the entryway, on the porch and throughout 
the house. Stepping out of the dark and cold into a well-lit home will make your house all the more
inviting.

• 

Make it welcoming. Shovel the driveway, the sidewalk and the front step before potential buyers arrive. 
This will not only make your home safe and more inviting, it will prevent excess snow from being tracked 
indoors.

• 

Leave a treat. Sweets are in abundance during the holidays, so leave a bowl of treats out for potential 
buyers; it's a simple step that's sure to please.

• 



What trends will shape the 2015 real
estate market?

2014 is nearly over and home buyers and sellers are all
looking forward to 2015. So what's in store for 2015?
Here are some predictions:

Urban housing will stay hot. More and more
buyers are showing they're willing to sacrifice space in
the suburbs for convenience downtown. Many cities
are complying by reinvigorating city blocks with new
shops, restaurants and offices, further increasing the
demand.

• 

Millennials still opting to rent. Research shows that most millennials would like to own a home 
someday, but few are in a rush to do it and they are opting to rent instead. Forecasts point to 
the majority of millennials not actually buying – in the city or the suburbs - until 2020.

• 

Number of homes on the market will increase. Expect more homes for sale in the spring of 
2015. While housing inventory has been down for years, inflation and increasing home values 
have allowed many homeowners to finally have the opportunity to sell their homes without 
losing money. Expect those who have wanted to sell for years to enter the market.

• 

Housing prices will rise in 2015. Though each market is different, housing prices are expected 
to increase 5.7 percent overall in 2015, with the largest gains in California and the southwest.

• 

Oak Creek home for sale with reduced price! The 
owners of this wonderful 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car 
garage home have reduced its price to $215,000! It 
also features a formal living and dining room area, a 
spacious kitchen with breakfast nook, a huge family 
room, a covered patio and a screen enclosed lanai 
that overlooks a tranquil pond and a conservation 
area. A community swimming pool is available to 
residents. Call today for more info: 813-783-4444!
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