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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
Dog days of summer are here, but we are surviving quite well. As a matter of fact, I have had
more sales this summer than any previous year. Must be the economy is improving, people
are more motivated, or the prices are just too good to ignore, or a combination of all of these.
In any case, it is a great change for sellers and buyers. Not to mention agents! I look forward
to seeing many of you in the months to come as your return to your winter nests!
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Is it time to downsize? Five questions to ask yourself.
A big house is great when it's full of lots of people, but now that the
kids are gone, maybe you're wondering why you're still here. If your
house is simply too big for what you need, it might be time to
downsize.
If you're unsure, ask yourself these questions to help you decide if
downsizing is right for you.
Do you have rooms you never use? Maybe it's a child's former
bedroom or an entertainment area in the basement. Whatever it is,
ifyou can think of a room or two that have become nothing more than empty areas or space for storage,
you might consider downsizing.
• Would you like to pay lower property taxes? Who wouldn't? In your current home you pay for schools
and community services you probably no longer use. Downsizing allows you to look for low-tax options.
• Is your house difficult to maintain? You may not use those extra rooms but you still have to clean them. If
you simply can't keep up with the housework any longer, downsizing allows you to look at more
manageable options.
• Is it hard to get around? If you don't take the stairs like you used to, a two-story home may make it
difficult to reach your bedroom at night. Downsizing to a single-level home can make your living space
easier to navigate and more accessible.
• How much do you value the yard? Big houses require outside maintenance as well as inside
maintenance, and that means mowing the yard. If you're no longer interested in mowing your yard and
the neighbor kids have all moved away, you may prefer housing options without the yard-related
hassles.

The best home monitoring systems
Whether you just purchased your dream home or you've been there
for years, there's nowhere else you'd rather live. Now you want to
protect your home and the people who live there.
If you're in the market for a new home security system, these are the
top-ranked systems for 2014, according to www.reviews.com.
ADT. Size and options make ADT stand out. You can customize your
plan with five different security packages, and calls can be traced to
six different monitoring centers spread across North America. They
also offer camera, door sensor and motion detector options.
ADT Pulse. Customers enjoy access to ADT's monitoring centers as
well as additional options for control in your home. You can control
your lighting, thermostat and appliances through the automated
system.
Protection 1. Want to partner with a provider who's monitoring system
is used by other security companies? That's Protection 1. Their home
security equipment is made by Honeywell.
Protect America. The DIYer may appreciate the security systems
offered by Protect America. You'll find a full selection of detectors and
sensors as well as indoor camera options.

This fine furnished home is located in Spanish Trails
Village in Zephyrhills, Florida. Spanish Trails is
registered as a 55+ park by the state of Florida. You
own the land under the homes here, and for a very
low monthly condo fee you get access to the
swimming pool, clubhouse, whirlpool spa, and
shuffleboard courts. The fees even include your trash
pick up. This home has plenty of room and a nice
addition on the left side to add to your living space.
There is also a lovely Florida Room on the front. Call
today for more information before the "snowbirds"
begin to arriive and this home is gone. 813-783-4444
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