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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
I cannot believe that Labor Day 2013 is here already! Where did June, July and August go? It has 
been a very busy summer with more buyers than usual in the area. And they are not just looking. 
They are writing checks! That is good for everyone. Buyers get a good deal on their next home. 
Sellers are able to sell their current homes and move forward by purchasing their next residences. 
Interest rates are stilll pretty low, but both rates and home prices are rising. So if you are going to 
be making some changes involving real estate, this might be the time to get a "move" on. 

John Elwell 
CENTURY 21 Bill Nye Realty, Inc.
34619 State Road 54
Zephyrhills, FL 33541
8137834444
jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.jelwell.century21bnr.com

The Pros/Cons of Buying a Fixer Upper
.
A fixer upper can be very tempting when you are looking to buy a home. 
Whether you are a firsttime homebuyer or real estate veteran, here are some 
pros and cons to consider before purchasing a property that needs major 
renovating.

Pros:
A lessthanperfect house often allows buyers to own in a neighborhood 
they otherwise couldn't afford. A fixer upper located in a desirable 
neighborhood may often sell for less than the surrounding homes.

1. 

When redoing a home there is the opportunity to create a space all your 
own and make it exactly how you would like.

2. 

There are a lot of variables specific to each property, but often, there is a 
possibility for profit in resale once the property is renovated.

3. 

Cons:
You may be overwhelmed with the amount of work, time and money it 
takes to renovate. Always have a back up plan to access funds or credit if 
any unforeseen hurdles are discovered during the renovation.
• Tip: It may be wise to bring professionals with you to walk through the

property before you buy to avoid underestimating the work and cost.

1. 

There is always a possibility that you could lose money on your investment. 
It is common to go over budget on repairs and renovations. The housing 
market is another variable that can be unpredictable.

2. 

Whether you're hiring a contractor or doing the work yourself, the 
renovation process is often stressful. Consider the commitment before you 
buy, especially if you plan on living on the property while doing the 
renovation.

3. 



Garage Door Safety
.
Automatic garage doors have become a common convenience, found 
in countless homes around the world. However, garage doors are often 
overlooked as a potential safety hazard. The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) reported over 20,000 injuries in 2010 alone from 
automated garage doors. See below for tips on how to prevent garage 
door injuries in your home.

Child's play. Garage doors are not toys. When initially installing the 
control pad, it should be mounted out of reach from a child, usually 
five feet above the floor.

1. 

Dry run. Test the reversing system periodically to ensure the sensors 
are still working properly.

2. 

Knowledge is power. Practice, or at the very least, become familiar 
with the emergency release feature.

3. 

Call in the pros. Do not attempt to fix cables or remote controls 
yourself. Let the professionals maintain your systems to avoid mistakes.

4. 

Close calls. Do not stand under an operating door and never 
attempt to race under the door while it's in motion.

5. 

Keep your eye on the ball. When operating the door, always keep 
the door in full view until it opens or closes.

6. 

Visit cpsc.gov for more information.

I have just listed this wonderful Palm Harbor doublewide mobile 
home in the Spanish Trails Village subdivision. It has 2 bedrooms and 
2 baths, an open floor plan, vaulted ceilings, and over 1,100 of 
heated/cooled living space. The roof was replaced in 2012! It has an 
interior laundry room and all of the major appliances are included in 
the sale. Outside is a carport to shade your vehicle and a spacious 
utility room.  For more information call John Elwell  REALTOR at 
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