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   A Special Message

  

Boy, has activity picked up for me lately. The "snowbirds" are flocking back and the phone is ringing a lot more. Many of these calls were from my internet sites. They take
a lot of work, but are paying off.

More and more people will be arriving with thoughts of buying homes here or of selling their current homes. Prices are good and interest has hardly ever been lower. I am
looking forward to a very busy winter season!! If I can help you, just let me know.

  

John Elwell   jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com
CENTURY 21 Bill Nye Realty, Inc. 34619 State Road 54 Zephyrhills, FL 33541
Phone: 813.715.6810 http://www.jelwell.century21bnr.com

   How to Hire a Contractor or Remodeler   

  

Here’s some good news if you’re planning a home improvement or remodeling project. Contractors are finding it slow going these days due to the housing
slump and shaky economy. Many are taking on smaller jobs that they wouldn’t have considered before—and they’re willing to deal on pricing just to get new
work.

Unfortunately, however, a softer economy also brings out unscrupulous types, warns the National Association of the Remodeling Industry, such as unlicensed
individuals posing as remodelers.

Here’s how to protect yourself if you’re planning a project:

• Be sure to hire an experienced local contractor and not a fly-by-nighter. Contact state or local licensing agencies to ensure a contractor meets all
requirements.

• Check with the local Better Business Bureau to see if any complaints have been filed against the contractor. Check references from past customers as well.

• Get three written estimates from licensed contractors.

• Ask for proof of insurance.

• Draw up a contract before work starts. It should detail the type of work and materials and contain starting and finishing dates. The contract should also contain
a warranty covering materials and workmanship for a minimum of one year.

• Be wary of contractors soliciting business door to door.

• Never give a big deposit upfront. Consider putting down no more than 10 percent of the total job cost.

• Make sure you understand the financial terms of the contract and that the total price, payment schedule and any cancellation penalty are clear.

For more tips on hiring a reputable contractor, or for referrals in your area, call our CENTURY 21 Office today.

  

   Lower Your Heating Costs This Winter by Weatherizing Your Home   

  

Winter is right around the corner. So there’s no better time to prepare for the season by making energy-efficient upgrades.

Typical energy improvements include air sealing, insulation, ventilation systems or the installation of green appliances approved by Energy Star.

Many upgrades are encouraged by state or federal programs that provide tax credits or rebates. "These programs raise consumer awareness of the types of
upgrades that are needed to make homes more energy-efficient," says Neil Parsons, a vice president at Mark of Excellence Remodeling in West Long Branch,
N.J.

“Weatherization” is a term that describes various improvements made to buildings and homes to optimize energy efficiency. According to the U.S. Department
of Energy, on average, weatherization reduces heating bills by 32% and overall energy bills by about $350 per year at current prices.

Even though each state has different programs and incentives, all provide benefits to homeowners. "Homeowners notice their return on investment in their utility
bills instantly after making energy upgrades,” says Parsons. “The other benefits are the rebates, the increase in home value from making the improvements,
increased performance and durability and helping out the planet by conserving energy for future generations.”

To learn more about your state weatherization programs, visit www.dsireusa.org.

  



   New Poll Shows Uncertainty About Finances Has Altered Many Americans’ Retirement Plans   

  
According to a new study by Bankrate.com, 75% of working Americans plan to work as long as they can during retirement age, a redefinition of the traditional
view of retirement. Only 39% plan to work because they enjoy work, while almost one-third plan to work because they'll need the money.   

   Featured Listings
35928 Hermoso Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
MLS ID: t2374087
Located in the Casa del Sol mobile home subdivision on Hermoso Lane, this spacious and furnished 2 bedroom/2
bath home is ready for its new owners. It has an "open plan" with 1,268 square feet of heated and cooled living
space. Nearly the entire front half of the home is one large inviting space. Though the home is sold furnished,
there is still ample room for your own items. The vaulted ceilings accent the roomy feeling here. A bank of
windows ensure that this area is always light and bright. Just what you expect in Florida! There is an easy flow
from the huge living room to the dining area and its nearby well-appointed kitchen. All the major appliances are
included in the sale. You will have more than enough cabinet space and counter-tops for preparing delicious
meals. There is even a snackbar where informal meals can be enjoyed. The master bedroom has a large
mirrored closet and its own "en-suite" bath with a garden tub and separate shower. This master is a great spot
where you can retreat from the hustle and bustle of the world. The laundry room is located inside the home and
also has a built-in home office with desk and cabinets. How convenient! The washer and dryer are also included
in the sale of this home. Attached to the home is a one-car carport to shade your vehicle from the sun. There is
also a large Florida room where you will enjoy entertaining friends and neighbors, or perhaps just relaxing. Behind
the Florida room is an even larger workshop/utility/storage area. This room is huge! A perfect place to work on
projects, keep an extra home freezer, store seasonal items and tools, etc. I am sure you will find many uses for this
versatile space. The low homeowner association fees that are currently just $25/month (as of 6/2009) give you
access to the community's clubhouse, pool, and shuffleboard courts. This is a very social subdivision, and it seems
like there is always someone to do things with. This is not a rental park. You own the land under the home. Sorry,
but in Casa del Sol, no pets are allowed. Attractively priced at just $79,900, this furnished home is move-in ready
and is awaiting its new owners. Could you be the ones? Call today for more information or to arrange a tour.

35013 Zephyr Shores Drive Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
MLS ID: T2389165
Looking for a nice, comfortable and furnished refuge from winter or a place to hang your hat all year round? This
home in popular Zephyr Shores could be just what you have been looking for. This "move-in ready" two
bedroom/one bath home on Zephyr Shores Drive has more space than it appears. The addition on the left side is
a bonus room with a connection to the heating & AC system. This provides extra room for a home office or sitting
room. Outside you have a spacious screened lanai & a large utility room. Of course, a washer and dryer are
located there for your convenience. Not a rental subdivision and you own the land here. The homeowner
association fees just $300/year (as of 10/2009),and include trash pick up, the community pool & shuffleboard
courts, the recreation building, and Six Mile Pond! Sorry, no dogs allowed in this section. Only $39,900! John Elwell
REALTOR at CENTURY 21 Bill Nye Realty, Inc. 813-783-4444 E-mail me at: jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com


