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Can you believe that we are already in May?? Seems like just last week we were celebrating Christmas and the New
Year! We had a very mild w inter and it was truly summer-like during the whole season. There were plenty of buyers and
sellers in the  Zephyrhills. This has been one of my busiest seasons ever. And it is not over yet since I closed 4 deals in
the past month, and have 2 more closing w ithin a week.

I am also up to my ears w ith new listings. Some agents take listings and then just park them in the local MLS. However,
I make a point of putting them on over 50 internet sites. Many that I directly control. I also create video tours of them as
well. My sellers and buyers really like those since they give a much more accurate idea of what a property is like. More so
than just a few still photos. If you would like to see a sample, just go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lpMSsnwB6pI This extra effort takes me days to accomplish, but I feel it pays off. My clients do too!

Summer is just around the corner! Get yourselves ready to make the most of it. And if your warm weather activities
include selling and/or buying a home, do not hesitate to contact me at: 813-783-4444 or by email:
jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com  It w ill please me to assist you in any way that I can!
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Steps to make your offer more desirable than other bids

Even in a buyer's market, there are often multiple offers on
a property. This can be a stressful and frustrating time for
perspective buyers, and they should rely on their
professional real estate agent to guide them through the
process. The sellers evaluate the offers and decide which
to accept. Here are some tips to put your offer above the
competition.

Money talks - A cash offer is a serious contender
w ith any property.
Pre-approved guarantee - Let the sellers know you
are qualified by submitting your loan pre-approval
letter from the lender. A pre-approval letter from the
lender confirms your employment, source of your
down payment, and other aspects of your financial
circumstances. Although obtaining the approval is more involved than a pre-qualification letter, it carries more
weight. A strictly cash offer is a serious contender w ith any property.
Don't underestimate the power of a down payment - Increase your down payment, it tells the seller you are a
serious buyer. Obviously, the highest offer appeals the most to sellers. If the price is uncharacteristically low to
encourage multiple offers, have your agent evaluate the comps in the area to decide on a reasonable offer.
Play nice - Find out what the sellers want and be flexible. Cater to their desired closing date or waive minimal
repairs. Offer to pay closing costs and don’t ask for personal items in the home.
No strings - Remove contingencies. The buyer w ith an offer that is not contingent upon sale of another property
w ill more attractive to sellers.
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Gardening mistakes to avoid

Whether you are a garden novice or a seasoned green thumb expert, avoid common
gardening mistakes w ith these tips.

1. Pay attention to your property. Observe what areas receive the most sunlight and if there
are areas that are often shaded throughout the day. Is there an area that collects an
excess of water?

2. Read care instructions on trees, shrubs and plants. Learn and adhere to proper spacing
instructions. Remember, spacing may seem excessive at first, but as plants grow and flourish they w ill increase in
size and require adequate space.

3. Take pictures of your space and bring them to your local nursery w ith your notes and observations of sun
exposure. The experts may have some advice and ideas for what w ill thrive and complement your yard.

4. Install an irrigation system in your yard or be vigilant about watering plant roots according to necessary
specifications. This is especially important in the early stages to ensure the plants take root.

5. Landscaping and upkeep can be time consuming and expensive. Choose plant life that w ill not break your budget,
this may entail landscaping your space in stages.

Hurricane Season Will Soon Be Here!

It won't be long before Florida enters its hurricane season. Last year's was pretty
quiet and most experts believe that this year w ill be similar. To get some tips on
being prepared, go to: http://www.floridadisaster.org/
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