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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
March has started with a few windy and cooler days here in Zephyrhills, Florida, but the weatherman is predicting 
that by the middle of the first week of the month, we will be back in the 70's again. We have been fortunate and 
have not had to use the heat much this year. Unlike some of our friends back in the midwest and northeast. The 
frantic pace is continuing with many property showings and also lots of sellers coming on board. I just listed 2 homes 
last week and have another in the pipeline for the week after next. Though home prices are rising again, interest 
rates are still extremely low. With those facts in mind, call me if I can be of assistance in any way. It will be a pleasure
to help you achieve your goals!

Cosmetic changes that can transform a home
.
There are costeffective ways to transform your new home. Perhaps you want 
to change the look of your home but a major remodel or professional 
construction project is out of the question. Here are some DIY ideas that won't 
break the bank and will revamp your new property.
.

Repaint and revitalize. Never underestimate the difference a coat of paint 
can make in a room or even one wall.

1. 

Update your hardware. Replacing the fixtures on dresser drawers, kitchen 
cabinets and bathroom vanities is simple. Accessories like doorknobs, and 
even hinges can look dated. Spice up a space by swapping out the 
existing hardware and make it your own.

2. 

Sand and stain. Don't like your kitchen cabinets but aren't ready to 
completely renovate? No problem, as long as they are in good condition, 
you can paint or stain your existing cabinets. Be sure to do a test on the 
inside of a cabinet that won't be seen to make sure you get desired results.

3. 

Counterculture. New countertops drastically change a space and are 
available at most home improvement stores in standard sizes at a 
reasonable price. They are precut and ready to install.

4. 

New stream. Faucets in the kitchen, tub, and sinks can be changed. They 
should correlate with the rest of the style in the specific room.

5. 

Get floored. Tiles can be inexpensive and transform a kitchen, bath or 
mudroom.

6. 

Kitchen views. You can switch out a kitchen backsplash without moving 
cabinetry or appliances, and the sky's the limit in terms of color and style.

7. 
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Keep your home safe while you're away on vacation
.
Ways to protect your home and its contents while you're away range 
from simple to high tech. Here are some ideas to secure your home 
when you're on vacation.
.

Consider a house sitter. It may be an added expense, but having a 
trusted person stay at your home is a great defense against burglars.

1. 

Don't advertise you're away. Don't leave an outgoing voicemail 
stating you're out of town. Also, refrain from listing vacation dates on 
social media, such as Twitter and Facebook.

2. 

Invest in an alarm system.3. 
Put all lights on timers, so it appears someone is home. A lighted 
home is a deterrent for breakins.

4. 

Have the post office hold your mail and put your newspaper delivery 
on hold. An overstuffed mailbox and unopened newspapers on the 
lawn are a signal you are not at home.

5. 

Leave all doors and windows locked. When possible, utilize dead 
bolts and secure sliding glass doors by placing a rod in the door 
groove.

6. 

Alert police and a trusted neighbor to be on the lookout for any 
suspicious activity.

7. 

Remove any spare keys that are hidden outside the house. Instead, 
give a key to a trusted neighbor or family member to regularly check 
the house.

8. 

United Health Foundation: Healthiest States in 
America
.

Rankings are based on the rates of obesity and diabetes. 
Also, individual behavioral determinants of health and 
socioeconomic factors that influence health are taken into 
account.

Vermont1. 
Hawaii2. 
New Hampshire3. 
Massachusetts4. 
Minnesota5. 

.
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