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The CENTURY21 Newsletter

A Special Message:

After a week of cooler weather, we are now enjoying days w ith
temperatures in the 80's. A far cry from the less than inviting weather in
the northern states and Canada. Our subdivisions, parks and
businesses are full of w inter visitors who are enjoying our sub-tropical
climate. Blue skies, warm gentle breezes, and sunny days! What more
could you want?

In the real estate arena, next week I have a closing on a home that I
listed in Spanish Trails and then found a buyer for. After that, I w ill also
have a closing on a home in Grand Horizons and in Forest Lake
Estates. There are some good deals to be had and there are buyers
who are ready to "pull the trigger" and buy them. With interest rates
and home prices still pretty low, this could be the best period for buyers that we w ill see for many years to come. Prices
are going to go up and so w ill interest rates. That is a certainty.

If you live in the area or w ill be visiting it this w inter, feel free to give me a call at: 813-783-4444 or email me at:
jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com It w ill be a pleasure to assist you.

Safety tips for heating your home

As holiday décor is packed away and w inter settles in, here are seven safety
precautions to remember when heating your home.

1. Install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors on every level of your home
and test the batteries monthly. Detectors should be installed generously
throughout the home and secured outside every bedroom.

2. Have your fireplace and chimney cleaned and inspected annually by a
professional. Glass doors or a metal screen should be placed in front of your
fireplace to prevent sparks or hot ash from exiting the hearth.

3. All fireplace ashes should be disposed of in a fire-resistant container and
covered it w ith a lid. Keep the container outdoors and away from the home’s
exterior or other possible combustibles.

4. Make sure any portable heaters you employ are equipped w ith a tip sw itch.
These sw itches are designed to automatically shut off the heating unit in the
event the heater tips over.

5. Follow the recommended safety instructions on all heaters. Heaters that run
on fuel should be vented and space heaters usually need a minimum of three
feet from any object or person. Never use space heaters to dry clothes or
leave on overnight.

6. Ovens and stoves are not to be used to heat your home. They produce fumes and may become fire hazards if
they are used as a heat source instead of their intended use of food preparation.

7. If you are using supplemental portable electric heaters, never use an extension cord. Plug them directly into the
electrical outlet.

How to prepare for power outages

Extreme weather conditions often cause power outages, often for long
stretches of time. Whether you lose power for days, due to weather, or even
for just a few hours because of a faulty power line, here are some tips to be
fully prepared in emergencies.

Buy emergency supplies BEFORE disaster strikes, when items are easily
accessible. Purchase items such as flashlights, matches, batteries, candles,
lanterns, and lots of bottled water. Battery-powered space heaters may also
come in handy. Consider getting a car cell phone charger to ensure continued
battery life in your phone. Visit a camping store for food supplies in addition to
your local grocery store for canned goods and non-perishable food. Don’t
forget a manual can opener and disposable plates and utensils. Basic tools,
extension cords, blankets and extra batteries should be included in your
emergency supplies. Place all these items in a conveniently located
waterproof container. Include a list of emergency phone numbers, such as
your utility company, local fire and police department.
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Simple ways to stay healthy during flu season

1. Wash your hands frequently
2. Get adequate sleep
3. Avoid touching your nose, mouth and eyes
4. If you work at an office disinfect your desk area frequently, including phones, keyboards and communal

items
5. Take vitamins and eat healthy
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