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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
The  2014 Hurricane Season has begun in Florida. If you live here, are you prepared? The 
state has declared a sales tax holiday from May 31st to June 8th. Items like batteries, 
flashlights, tarps, weather band radios, etc qualify. You can read a complete article about this 
at my weblog. Click on the link below for my home page, and then on the menu button for  
my Weblog . We have been very fortunate over the past decade with no major problems 
from storms. Let's hope that 2014 is just as quiet!

John Elwell 
CENTURY 21 Bill Nye Realty, Inc.
34619 State Road 54
Zephyrhills, FL 33541
8137834444
jelwell1@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.jelwell.century21bnr.com

Home remodeling projects that are worth the money

The warm season is traditionally the busiest homebuying season of the year, 
but the warm months are also the time when the market is flooded with 
inventory as wouldbe buyers put their existing homes up for sale. Modern 
remodeling projects can help increase a home's value and make it more 
attractive to potential buyers, but not all projects have the same return on 
investment.

Here are the top home remodeling projects according to US News.com.

Start small. Every potential buyer sees the front door before they enter the 
home, so it's no surprise that replacing the home's front door marks the 
biggest return on investment. A new door could add 96.6 percent of the 
amount spent on it in new home value.

• 

Delighted by a deck. Looking for a project that will hold its value and 
excite buyers? A wooden deck does the trick. A deck project costs $9,539 
nationwide, but homeowners can recoup up to 87.4 percent of that cost 
when selling the home.

• 

Attic bedrooms. Most homes don't utilize their attic space, so those that do 
are attractive to buyers. Attic bedrooms have an average return 84.3 
percent of what is spent on them.

• 

Replace the garage door. This inexpensive switch can have a big impact 
on the curb appeal of a home. The average garage door replacement 
costs $1,534 with a return of up to 83.7 percent upon sale.

• 

Update the kitchen. An updated kitchen is usually a home's top selling 
point, and minor kitchen remodels could have a return on investment of 
82.7 percent. Source: http://money.usnews.com/money/personal
finance/slideshows/8homeremodelingprojectsthatareworththe
money/6

• 



Landscaping tips to improve a home's curb appeal

The interior may be what sells the home, but the curb appeal sparks the initial 
interest.

With that in mind, here are four potential ways that landscaping can improve a 
home's curb appeal and generate more consumer traffic.

Keep the edges clean. Edging around sidewalks and driveways gives the yard 
a nice, clean feel. Installing lights along the sidewalk makes the home stand 
out at night and creates a subtle elegance.

1. 

Don't forget the flowers. Whether they are planted in the yard or placed in 
flower boxes and pots, colorful flowers are an inexpensive way to make the 
yard pop and improve the curb appeal of a home. Shadeloving flowers can 
also be used to cover dead spots in a yard shaded by large trees.

2. 

Trim trees and bushes. No one will notice the fine edge work or the beautiful 
flowers if they are completely buried behind overgrown bushes. Trimming 
bushes back provides an overall clean look to the yard and allows other 
aspects to shine. Cutting loose branches from trees also provides a clean look 
and eliminates safety concerns.

3. 

Add a berm. Berms can complement existing flowers or edging and are a 
great way to break up flat spots in a yard.

4. 

I have listed this very nice furnished doublewide 
mobile home in Spanish Trails Village. In addition to 
the main structure, there is a LARGE bonus room, a 
Florida room, a carport, a utility room/laundry and an 
extra parking pad. It is not on a rental lot. You own 
the land here. For your low monthly fees you get 
access to the clubhouse, swimming pool, whirlpool 
spa, shuffleboard, courts, etc. Your trash pickup is 
even covered. Call 8137834444
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