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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
Happy 2014! I hope all of you were able to enjoy the recent holiday season to its fullest. I have
noted many more northern cars on the roads here, so I suspect that the flight from the snow 
and cold is now in full swing. We are happy to see you back in Zephyrhills once again. 2013 
was a pretty good year for me as I obtained the "Masters" designation based on the number 
of sale sides that I had. Many of those took place in 55+ communities, but a lot also were in 
conventional subdivisions. So no matter where you would like to sell or buy property, I am fully 
capable of assisting you. Just give me a call!

John Elwell 
CENTURY 21 Bill Nye Realty, Inc.
34619 State Road 54
Zephyrhills, FL 33541
8137834444
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Avoid these common buyer mistakes
.
Before you buy your first home avoid these common mistakes.

Overlooking the total cost of a home. In addition to thousands of dollars in 
closing costs, don't forget to factor in home repairs, updates and 
maintenance into your budget. Remember, you may also need to 
purchase furniture for your new property.

1. 

Don't forgo the home inspection. Home inspections are critical for buyers. 
Potential buyers may learn of defects or undesirable conditions and may 
have the right to back out of the purchase or ask the sellers for repairs or a 
price adjustment.

2. 

Only getting prequalified instead of preapproved. Getting prequalified 
for a mortgage is only the initial step in securing a mortgage. When buyers 
are preapproved they know exactly how much they can afford and sellers 
know they're serious buyers.

3. 

Not researching the neighborhood. Buyers should learn as much as they 
can about the area surrounding their potential home. Among other areas 
of interest, crime rates, public schools, even traffic patterns are all things 
you may want to learn about a community BEFORE you buy.

4. 

Buy without tomorrow in mind. Even though the last thing you may want to 
think about before you buy a home is selling it, consider its resale value. Ask 
yourself if your potential property is a wise investment that will attract 
buyers when it comes time to sell.

5. 

Buy based on décor. A home's décor can certainly transform a space, but 
don't get caught up in the accents. Also, don't let a furnishings deter your 
interest from a great home. Remember, once you find the right home, you 
can decorate it any way you want.

6. 



Ways to discourage home breakins
.
The idea of a home breakin can be unsettling. Here are some preventative 
measures that may spare your home an uninvited guest.

Get an alarm system. In order for home security systems to actually work, they 
must be turned on! If you are unable to afford an alarm system, consider 
home alarm stickers for your windows and signs for your yard.

1. 

Lock your windows and doors. This may be obvious, but it is important to 
secure your home by utilizing locks. Also, don't leave your garage door open.

2. 

Don't advertise you're not at home. Arrange for mail to be held at the post 
office and cancel your paper delivery.

3. 

Install motion sensors. Lights that are triggered by movement may deter an 
intruder who is lurking around outside.

4. 

Get to know your neighbors. Alert neighbors to be vigilant when you're out of 
town.

5. 

Set your timers. Lights should be on a timer, so your home is well lit even if 
you're not there.

6. 

Trim shrubs and trees around your home. Any overgrown brush provides a 
place for an intruder to hide.

7. 

Don't have valuables in plain sight. A purse on a kitchen counter or a nice 
watch on the coffee table can be very tempting to an intruder.

8. 

I have just listed this very nice 2 bedroom/2 bath doublewide 
mobile home in Spanish Trails Village. It has laminate floors in 
most areas, a southfacing Florida Room, a long carport, and is 
being sold completely furnished. It is "neat as a pin" and ready for 
new owners. The lot goes with the home so there is no lot rent to 
pay here. Just low monthly condo fees, but great amenities. So if 
you are searching for a winter retreat or a "forever home", this 
residence could be a perfect match for you. For more information 
or to arrange a tour, call John Elwell at CENTURY 21 Bill Nye 
Realty, Inc. 8137834444 .
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