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The CENTURY21 Newsletter

A Special Message:

Glad to see it looks like we are all going to make it through what has
been a difficult w inter. Business has been almost too lively here. Lots of
buyers looking for homes and I have been lucky enough to find many of
them.

If you bought a home during 2010 that is your permanent residence,
and you owned AND occupied it before the end of that year, you
probably qualify for a Homestead Exemption on your property taxes,
along w ith some other possible exemptions. These can save you a lot of
money. Visit my webpage and click on the button for County Property
Appraisers to find out more information: www.jewell.century21bnr.com  There is a lot of other information at that site and
some links that you may find interesting and useful.
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Seven ways to build up your credit score to be eligible for the best interest rates

Credit score requirements for loans are higher than they have been in the past, so
a good credit score is more crucial than ever. In today’s economy most lenders are
looking for credit scores of 720 or higher to secure a low mortgage rate. Here are
seven ways to build up your credit score so you can enjoy the best interest rates
available.

1. Request your credit reports and assess the situation. Credit bureaus
(www.experian.com, www.transunion.com, www.equifax.com) are required to
provide you w ith a free credit report every year. Nationwide consumer
reporting companies get their information from different sources, the data in
your report from one company may not reflect the same data in your reports
from the other two companies, so request all three.

2. Check to verify all of the information is correct. If there are any errors, contact
the bureaus immediately.

3. Your payment history accounts for 35% of your score, so make sure payments
are on time every month.

4. The amount owed is 30% of your score. A good rule is to use less than 10%
of your credit available on each individual card.

5. The length of your credit history accounts for 15%, so maintain your accounts instead of closing them. You are not
penalized for available credit.

6. New credit is 10% of your score and every time you apply for credit an inquiry is added to your report, which drops
your score.

7. Types of credit used accounts for 10%. Installment loans like vehicle and personal loans demonstrate you can
manage various long and short-term credits.

How to get the most return on your remodel investment. What upgrades
are worth it.

Remodeling Magazine and the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR)
recently released their report comparing remodeling cost vs. value. The
results vary depending on multiple factors including: region, quality of work,
value of homes in your neighborhood, and when you plan to sell your home in
relation to the completion of the project.

According to the overall findings, to boost the value of your home, start by
upgrading the exterior. Replace your front door w ith a steel or fiberglass
entry door to add curb appeal and value. Give your home a facelift and
dramatically improve your facade by upgrading your existing siding. New
garage doors w ill enhance your home aesthetically and functionally. The
report also mentions that new w indows save owners in energy costs and
often add to resale value. When possible, the addition of a wood deck to
outdoor living space is definitely a sought after amenity by potential buyers.

As for interior remodels, convert unused space into living areas. Finish the basement or convert the attic to a bedroom.
Also, minor kitchen updates such as counter, cabinet, floor and sink upgrades are always big selling points.
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Most desirable beach getaways

Escape the w inter cold and visit a tropical destination! Cabo San Lucas, Mexico or Trinadad and Tobago,
in the Caribbean w ill warm your spirits. For something a little more local, check out Islamorada,
Marathon or Key West in the Florida Keys.
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