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Key areas to focus on when viewing a home
.

The necessity of a home inspection cannot be stressed enough. Even in 
new homes, an inspection is essential to protect the buyer and make 
them aware of any issues with the home. After the inspection the buyer 
has the opportunity to negotiate with the seller and reach an 
agreement to either repair the property or to lower the sales price to 
compensate the buyer for the cost of the repairs. Alternatively, the seller 
can decide to sell the home asis, in which case he or she is declining to 
make repairs or lower the sales price, and the buyer must decide 
whether or not to buy the home at the original agreedupon sales price.
.

Essentially, the inspection evaluates and discloses the condition of the 
structure to the buyers. Three major areas to pay particular attention to 
in your inspection report are the property's foundation, plumbing and 
attic.
.

Solid foundation. Significant cracks, shifting or sinking of the 
foundation are serious and often quite costly to repair. Consider 
hiring a structural engineer to perform a second inspection if you 
have serious concerns about the inspector or condition of the 
foundation.

1. 

It's all in the pipes. Leaks, even previous leaks that have been fixed 
can be problematic. Inspectors will look for signs of mold, mildew or 
fungus that are the result of water damage.

2. 

Hit the roof. An attic will alert the inspector to rodent damage, 
previous fire damage, inadequate insulation, leaks, and water 
damage or structure faults.

3. 

Hoping you all had a terrific Thanksgiving and survived "Black Friday" shopping. I had thought that we 
might have a bit of a real estate lull after the holiday. But instead, things have gotten hot here 
speaking of sales, and I now have FOUR contracts on homes that all plan to sell before the end of the 
year. One got a 30 year mortgage at just 3.50%! Can you imagine it? The others are cash so no 
problem there. Needless to say I have been running crazy here during the past week. But that is a 
good thing for sellers. If you know of anyone here who is thinking of selling, please let me know. I want 
more inventory. That goes for buyers as well. There are still some nice deals out there for savy buyers 
with a good agent! Kind of like me! Rest up now guys! Christmas is just around the corner!



Family checklist to survive a power outage
.

You never know when you may lose power in your neighborhood 
or region. Though these events are often unpredictable, you and 
your family can be prepared. See the list below for suggestions 
on what to have on hand for the next power outage.
.

Every household should have a first aid kit and every member 
of your home should know where it is.

1. 

Store enough fresh bottled water for each person to have 
one gallon of drinking water per day for three days.

2. 

Store canned goods and nonperishable items that can feed 
your family for a minimum of three days. Don't forget a 
manual can opener.

3. 

Flashlights and an ample surplus of batteries should also be 
stored.

4. 

A batterypowered or crank radio may be essential for 
information.

5. 

Store an extra refill of any necessary medication inside the first 
aid kit.

6. 

Matches or a lighter may be helpful if you need to start a fire.7. 
Mylar blankets don't take up much room but are literally 
lifesavers.

8. 

Batteryoperated smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
should be utilized after the power goes out.

9. 

Extra cash, important phone numbers and documents should 
also be stored in a safe and accessible place.

10. 

How you can help victims of 
Hurricane Sandy
.
You can make a donation through: Red Cross, 
AmeriCares, Salvation Army or Save the Children. For 
more local grassroots efforts in New Jersey and New 
York visit Occupy Sandy at 
http://interoccupy.net/occupysandy/.
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