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LOFtY AMBItIOns
America’s love affair with open floor plans 
presents a great-room-size challenge: How 
do you decide where to put the furniture? 

GLOBAL BAtH desIGn
the new American bath blends a  
world of style and innovation.
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enhance your space with the latest in  
decor and attitudes.
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Versatile, eco-friendly 
bamboo, including the 
flooring and sleek 
seating here, is popping 
up everywhere. 
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In today’s competitive market, sellers are working very hard to draw attention to their 

homes and offer positive solutions to potential buyers. In fact, our sales professionals 

have seen an increase in the use of seller-funded incentives such as home warranties.

As successful as incentives can be, the fact remains that they won’t sell a home that is 

not appealing. Making the house itself as appealing as possible is a vital first step in 

the selling process.

If you’re considering putting your home on the market, your Century 21® sales 

professional can identify areas to focus on—whether that involves making an 

improvement or highlighting an asset. He or she can offer return-on-investment advice 

on remodeling and improvement projects and develop advertising specifically designed 

to market your home’s features and attractions. ultimately, your Century 21 

professional can help you present a home that’s intelligently marketed.

The best sales incentive  
is an appealing home

tOM KUnz, President & CeO
Century 21 real estate LLC
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FInd AnsWers tO YOUr reAL estAte QUestIOns At CentUrY 21.COM.

A recent home sales report is available  
free at any time to “My Century 21” 
members. It can help you and your 
CENTURY 21® sales professional determine 
how much your home is worth and decide 
on marketing approaches by providing 
information about homes that recently 
sold in your area. For each home, you’ll  
get the sale price, date of sale, number  
of bedrooms, number of bathrooms, square 
footage and age of construction. Log on  
to century21.com and go to “Tools for 
Selling” to request your customized report.

How can  
century21.com 
help me 
determine  
how much  
my home
is worth?
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Your	perfect	escape—near	the	beach	or	
on	an	acreage	with	horses	or	maybe	
next	to	the	18th	hole—has	been	a	
favorite	daydream	for	years.	Now	that	
you’re	in	a	position	to	make	it	a	reality,	
the	nuts	and	bolts	are	coming	into	
sharper	focus.	Near	the	top	of	the	
decision	list:	the	house-or-condo	
question.	What’s	going	to	be	the	best	
property	for	you?	Louie	Ortiz	of	
CENTURY	21	Award	in	San	Diego	
offers	five	crucial	questions	to	guide	
you	towards	the	right	decision.	

1. will you rent it out?	“You	can	
recoup	some	of	your	money	by	renting	
out	a	vacation	home,”	Ortiz	says.	While	
owners	of	a	stand-alone	house	can	
often	rent	out	their	place	without	
restrictions,	condo	owners	may	face	
additional	limits	on	how	often	and	for	
how	long	they	can	rent.	Check	the	
condo	association’s	bylaws	carefully.	

You’ve decided  
to buy a vacation 
getaway. the next  
big question:  
house or condo?

  

Best AdVICe  There’s a silver lining in today’s real estate market: Now’s   

the perfect time to buy at a great price. “It’s definitely a buyers’ market, no 

question, especially for condos,” Ortiz says.

rOAd reAdY  This former owner of an aquarium design company and Eagle 

Scout loves to travel. His favorite destinations? Santa Fe, New Mexico, and India. 

AVId tennIs PLAYer  “I really love playing tennis,” says Ortiz, who is vice 

president of a tennis club in San Diego.  

Louie Ortiz
CENTURY 21 Award
San Diego, California

OrtIz studied marketing 

at the University of 

Alaska but now lives 

happily in sunny, warm 

California. “San Diego is 

paradise,” he says.
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Say “California” and many people see the glitz of Los Angeles, the art-funkiness of 
San Francisco or the sun-drenched beaches of San Diego. Little do they guess that 
some of the Golden State’s greatest pleasures are found in its smaller cities.

San Luis Obispo—or SLO, as locals fondly call it—is a gem of about 45,000 
nestled between the Pacific Ocean and the Santa Lucia Mountains on California’s 
central coast. Much of the city’s appeal is in its booming real estate market. 

Business 2.0 magazine placed SLO sixth on its list of 
“Top 10 Cities for Appreciation in the Next 5 Years 
(2007–2012)”, when real estate prices are expected 
to rise by 40 percent.

Why is the city thriving? “After spending time in the 
area and discovering all that it has to offer, most folks 
dream of moving here someday,” says Penny Baldwin, 
relocation director for CENTURY 21 San Luis 
Properties. With its rich cultural history, vibrant arts 
and entertainment and breathtaking scenery, the city 
offers endless choices of fun things to do and see.

go on a mission. In the heart of downtown San Luis 
Obispo is the historic Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, 
one of California’s best-preserved examples of 18th 
century Spanish architecture. Founded in 1772, the 
mission has been beautifully restored, and exploring its 
church and gardens is a must.

find a job. If you hold a postgraduate degree, you 
should have a leg up in this department. San Luis 
Obispo is home to two college campuses: the 
California Polytechnic State University, a four-year 
public university; and Cuesta College, a two-year 
community college. With a combined student 
population of more than 24,000 people, the schools 
are a growing source of employment for the region. 

unwine-d. California is renowned for its wine, and 
San Luis Obispo County contributes a generous share.  
The county boasts two distinct wine regions with a 
splendid selection of wineries specializing in rich, 

buttery Chardonnay grapes and savory award-winning reds. Many of the wineries 
(nearly 200 in all) are open for wine tastings and tours.

get immersed in hearst. San Luis Obispo County’s greatest claim to fame might 
be the majestic Hearst Castle, with its spectacular formal gardens and priceless 
European art collection. Built by newspaper tycoon William Randolph Hearst in 
the early 1900s, the 165-room mansion hosts daily tours. This architectural 
wonder provided the inspiration for the castle featured in Citizen Kane.

weather the perfection. SLO enjoys a mild Mediterranean climate, resulting in 
high temperatures ranging from the mid-60s in winter months to the low 80s in 
summer. This is important—with both gorgeous beaches and mountains only 
minutes from downtown, residents spend a lot of time outdoors.

sAn LUIs OBIsPO, CALIFOrnIA
S.L.O. down

See visitslo.com to learn more about San Luis Obispo.  
Visit century21.com for real estate information.

2. what’s your budget?	Houses	are	
typically	more	expensive	than	condos.	
“First-timers	often	buy	vacation	condos,”	
Ortiz	says.	But	there	is	a	flip	side:	“On	
average,	houses	tend	to	cost	more,	but	they	
also	tend	to	appreciate	more,”	he	says.

3. is insurance a problem?	If	
you’re	buying	in	an	area	at	risk	for	
natural	disasters,	such	as	the	coastline	
of	Florida,	building	insurance	will	likely	
be	more	expensive—and	more	difficult	
to	obtain—for	a	stand-alone	house.	By	

contrast,	a	condo’s	homeowners	
association	will	purchase	the	insurance	
for	all	structures.	That	means	you’re	
responsible	for	obtaining	contents-only	
coverage,	which	is	easier	(and	less	
expensive)	to	get.

4. can you hang in for the long 
haul?	“In	a	tough	real	estate	market,	
condos	tend	to	take	the	brunt	of	the	
storm	more	quickly,”	Ortiz	says.	That	
may	prompt	you	to	hold	on	to	a	condo	
longer	to	recoup	your	investment.	

the Pros & Cons of Looking Online 
Internet listing services can give you a great overview of what’s out there when 
you’re searching for a second home. But without a real estate professional, you 
may miss out on great deals. “There’s tremendous opportunity in what you can’t 
see,” Louie Ortiz says. “Those search engines don’t have expired or withdrawn 
listings, which agents have the ability to see.” That’s key because it’s likely that 
those properties had trouble selling—and their owners may be willing to reopen 
negotiations at bargain-basement prices.

5. how far away do you live?		
If	you	won’t	be	available	to	drop	by	
regularly	to	mow	the	lawn,	you		
may	appreciate	the	ease	of	a	condo,	
where	outdoor	landscaping	and	pool	
maintenance	are	handled	by	the	
association.	Security	may	be	less	of	a	
concern	at	a	condo	complex	too	because	
there	are	plenty	of	residents	close	by	to	
raise	the	alarm	about	anything	out	of	
the	ordinary.

If	you	have	your	heart	set	on	a	
particular	neighborhood	or	way	of	life,	
your	choices	will	be	more	clear.	After	
all,	if	you	dream	of	weekends	in	the	
heart	of	downtown	Miami,	your	house	
options	will	focus	on	high-rise	condos.	
Do	you	pine	for	the	solitude		
of	Montana?	Then	you’ll	probably	be	
heading	for	a	house	far	away	from	any	
neighbors.	Either	way,	it	won’t	be	long	
before	you	have	your	home	sweet	
(second)	home.	n

Home
away from  home

A house will likely 
offer more privacy 
and freedom, while 
a condo community 
will provide resort-like 
amenities such as pool 
maintenance and a 
concierge service.

FPO

FPO

      our 
featured 

expert 

mission san luis  
obispo de tolosa

santa lucia mountains

hearst castle
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TOwEL BARS that hug the wall are the inspiration for the pots-and-pans shelving at 
far left.  Attach three bars to a sheet of maple plywood and secure it to the wall with 
molly bolts. You can easily add an extra set of  bars or two. Because these nifty pot 

hangers are not overly wide, you can even keep them 
out of sight on the inside of a door. Look for plywood, 
bolts and towel bars to fit your style at sites such as 
homedepot.com or local home improvement stores.

Nothing beats AdjUSTABLE RACkS ANd ShELvES, 
left, for storing pots and pans where you want them. 
Modular shelving, used by many top restaurants, 
provides the professional and versatile styling you 
need, plus it’s inexpensive and easy to install.  Online 
restaurant supply sites such as etundra.com can get 
you started with a wide selection of shelving.

A classic option is to hANg pOTS OvERhEAd. 
Calphalon offers an oval-shape rack with a hard 
anodized finish that complements Calphalon and 
other cookware varieties. The price is less than $140. 
Easy to assemble, this space-saving addition works in 
most any kitchen. Go to chefs.com to find it.

Add drama to your decor with  
lustrous threads and metallic paints.
Shimmering	sequins	and	metallic	threads	are	no	longer	
limited	to	the	splendid	garb	of	Middle	Eastern	women.	
Now	you’ll	find	these	exotic	design	details	woven	into	
curtains,	bedspreads	and	tablecloths.	Sari-pink	bedspreads	
that	gleam	with	metallic	threads	in	patterned	fabrics	are	
featured	by	importer	Himalayan	International	Trading		
(homeandfashionimports.com) in	New	York	City.

Emmson	Impex	(emmsonimpex.com),	also	in		
New	York	City,	offers	a	Gujarat	spread	inlaid	with	mirrors.	

To	apply	sheen	directly	to	walls,	try	specialty	paints	
such	as	the	Modern	Masters	Metallic	Paint	Collection	
(modernmastersinc.com).

New	Ralph	Lauren	Regent	Metallics		
(ralphlaurenhome.com),	which	include	silvered	blues	and	
greens,	rich	silvers	and	coppers,	can	be	used	on	interior	
walls	and	trim,	or	even	on	appliances	or	lamp	bases.	 

				See	about.com for	how-to	on	painting	techniques.

beautifully convenient
                                     KEEP POTS OUT OF THE WAY, BUT WITHIN REACH.

design 
 that 
shines



seCrets OF rUstY tHInGs: 
trAnsFOrMInG  
FOUnd OBjeCts IntO Art
by Michael deMeng  
(North Light Books, 2007)

A warm, inspiring book that taps 
the collage artist in all of us, this 
popular new work pairs gorgeous 
photography with inspired art 
projects. Author/artist Michael 
deMeng takes readers behind the 
scenes to show how he creates his 
mixed-media works.

beautiful	books,	
practical	advice           

ARChITECTURAL TRIM  
by Nancy E. Berry (Quarry 
Books, 2007)

Almost anything you need 
to know about decorative 
trim is noted in this guide to 
wainscoting, mantels and more. 
It provides a comprehensive look 
at period styles, plus hints to 
incorporate trim into any room 
of your house and tips and tricks 
for installation and finishing.

Better HOMes And GArdens® 
neW deCOrAtInG BOOK
(Better Homes and Gardens 
Books, 2007)

This all-new ninth edition shows 
readers how to achieve today’s 
decorating styles—fresher, more 
personal and more eclectic than 
ever—without losing sight of their 
budgets. Five hundred new photos 
of rooms showcase the timeless building blocks of good design. The 
book includes solutions to common design dilemmas as well as 
before-and-after makeovers.

Whether you like to create your own art, have a passion for vintage 
collectibles or just want to keep up on decorating trends, there’s a 
design book to fit your needs. Here are three new options we like.
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From	bar	sinks	to	pedestals,	bowls	that	
perch	on	your	bathroom	counter	to	those	
that	rest	in	wooden	vanities,	designing	with	
glass	offers	beauty,	durability	and	grace.	

Today’s	glass	sinks	can	be	used	as	
sparkling	accents	to	tiled	floors	and	painted	
walls.	Some	manufacturers	also	carry	
matching	glass	floor	tiles	that	can	be	laid	
down	for	added	polish.	Create	stunning	
visual	anchors	in	any	room	with	textured	
glass	bowls	in	iridescent	blues,	mauves	and	
gold	tones.	

Many	new	products	on	the	market,	
from	textured	styles	to	those	with	designs	
layered	beneath	the	vitreous	clear	surface,	
are	nonporous	and	nonabsorptive,	making	
them	impervious	to	stains.	They	are	also	
exceptionally	resistant	to	abrasion	and	
scratches.	See	oceanaglassdesigns.com and 

bearcreekglass.com to	start	your	search.

Make a splash with glass.

BOWLed
OVer
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Open floor plans 
are a homeowner’s 
blank canvas—and 
biggest challenge. 
Here’s how to 
artfully define  
your open spaces.

By LIndA HALLAM

LOFty
AMBItIOnS wWith their urban locations and open,  

blank-slate spaces, it’s easy to understand  
the popularity of lofts. they let workers  
skip the commute and put empty-nesters  
in the midst of theater and museum districts. 

Once the equivalent of artists’ garrets, 
where the kitchen was a hot plate, lofts  
now often feature granite countertops  
and doormen downstairs. 

“Lofts are at the top of the list when our 
clients are looking for homes,” says Jeff Lowe, 
an agent with Century 21 Sussex-reilly  
on the north side of Chicago, including 
the popular Lakeview and Lincoln Park 
neighborhoods. “Our clients like the 
character—the brick walls and the wood 
floors—of lofts,” he says. “that’s a big part 
of the draw of loft living.”

Character can bring  
design challenges

Lofts have become canvases for self-
expression as buyers define for themselves 
how space will be used. But sometimes 
a little help is needed. How to allocate 
that space is a question that Minneapolis 
designer Andrew Flesher of Gunkleman 
Flesher, a firm known for loft interiors, 
often answers. “It’s all in how you define 
the spaces to make them feel intimate,  
to feel as though they are separate areas,” 
says the designer, who has lived in two 
lofts featured in national design magazines. 
Here’s what he brings to the table for his 
clients—and himself—to achieve that 
perfect balance of openness and definition.

Furniture groupings and partial walls 
clarify spaces. In the most open of his 
own loft homes, Flesher arranged furniture 
in three distinct groups and added two 
partial walls. “that allows the spaces to 

A large area rug and 
a shapely pair of 
chairs placed across 
from the sofa carve a 
conversational niche. 
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be comfortably scaled and accommodate 
needed backdrops for art and built-ins but 
still be open,” he explains. 

Area rugs and screens express boundaries 
instantly. Sized for the seating or dining 
area, a rug defines the space. the secret: 
strong visual contrast between the rug and 
the floor—such as a colorful Oriental or 
kilim rug over a neutral concrete or wood 
floor. For design unity, use rugs of the same 
general genre but vary patterns and colors.

Big is better and less is more. Lofts 
and homes with open floor plans lend 
themselves to fewer but larger-scale pieces. 
Furnishings that work well include sectional 
sofas, which can be custom-ordered to just 
the right size and which create ready-made 
seating groups. Pairs of sofas and loveseats 
can be equally versatile. depending on the 
size of the area, the sofas can be placed 
to face each other at the fireplace for an 
instant grouping or be arranged back-to-
back to create two separate seating areas.

each piece pulls double duty. Given the 
openness of a loft, major pieces (chests, 
coffee and console tables and armoires) 
should serve dual functions. A pair of sleek, 
low-slung chests creates an ideal space 
divider—and can serve as storage for 
anything from table linens and china to 
office files, depending on where the chests 
are used and how they’re adapted. 

Flesher says he usually suggests at least 
one backless piece, such as the Mies van 
der rohe daybed, which can bridge two 
furniture groupings. Étagères or freestanding 
bookcases admirably define space and add 
display. And beautifully crafted pieces with 
finished backs, such as antique desks and 
armoires, can float in an open plan, creating 
definition and serving as visual focal points.

Furnishings mix materials, styles and eras. 
Avoid the look of a furniture showroom by 
adding vintage accents such as an antique 
wooden armchair or pair of Chinese ceramic 
garden stools. n

Banquettes paired with freestanding 
tables for dining or seating. They	work	
well	along	two	right-angle	walls	as	a	
corner	grouping	or	flanking	a	fireplace.	If	
storage	space	is	tight,	include	under-the-seat	
drawers,	which	can	be	sized	for	filing	or	
divided	for	specific	needs.	Or	if	you	need	
an	occasional	guest	bed,	have	the	banquette	
built	for	a	twin-size	mattress	and	use	deep,	
oversize	cushions	for	a	comfortable	back.

BuiLt tO Fit
Here’s a trick from designers who 
live in lofts:	Include	customized	
built-ins	to	fit	your	space.	When	
simply	constructed,	they	are	often	an	
economical	alternative	to	freestanding	
furniture.	Designer	favorites	include:

Shelves and picture ledges for books and 
artwork. To	balance	the	often-tall	ceilings	of	
loft	conversions,	consider	a	low	shelf	around	
the	perimeter	of	the	main	living	area.	Or	if	
you	own	lots	of	books,	have	shelves	built	
from	the	floor	to	an	easily	reached	height.	
Picture	ledges	allow	you	to	conveniently	
rotate	art	and	photographs,	gallery	style.	

Built-in desk or buffet for a work surface. 
Turn	a	corner	into	a	home	office	with	a	
desktop	supported	by	brackets.	Additionally	
define	the	space	by	painting	the	wall		
behind	the	desk	a	contrasting	color	to	the	
adjacent	walls.	Or	have	a	buffet	constructed	
for	your	dining	area.	For	a	versatile	piece,	
design	the	unit	with	open	shelves	for	
display,	cabinets	for	concealed	storage	and	
a	pull-out	shelf	with	flip	front	if	you	use	a	
computer	keyboard.	

Closet wall for your bed and platform 
bed. Work	with	the	loft’s	open	expanse	
by	building	a	closet	or	work	space	behind	
a	partial	wall	in	your	sleeping	area.	The	
wall	serves	as	a	backdrop	for	your	bed	
(freestanding	or	on	a	built-in	platform)	
and	artwork.	Take	advantage	of	the	space	
to	include	bedside	tables	(freestanding	or	
attached	shelves)	and	table	lamps	or	sconces	
for	reading	light.

Linda Hallam edits Better Homes and Gardens® 
Before & After™, Country French®, Décor™ and 
Tuscan Style™ magazines. She is a volunteer guide 
at a historic home and garden.
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Greg Cook, who specializes in home improvement 
topics, gathered the latest product and trend 
information for this story at the 2007 Kitchen and 
Bath Industry Show. 

Beautiful. 
Innovative. 
Functional.  
the new  
bath is  
all that— 
and more.
By greg Cook

	Powerful	
influences	
from	around	

the	world	are	hard		
to	miss	at	the	Kitchen	and	Bath	
Industry	Show	(KBIS),	the	largest	
trade	event	of	the	year	for	U.S.	kitchen	
and	bath	designers.	On	display	are	
innovative	bath	fixtures	that	emphasize	
function,	such	as	tankless	water	heaters	
and	bidets—popular	in	Europe	and	
gaining	traction	in	the	United	States.	

But	it’s	the	eye-catching	international	
design	that	attracts	the	most	attention—
clean,	simple	lines	plus	fashionable	
new	features	relatively	unfamiliar	to	
Westerners,	such	as	wall-mounted	
toilets,	lined	bathroom	floors	and	
ceramic	tile	ceilings.	

A WORLD OF STYLE
What	exactly	is	international	design?	
In	the	United	States,	we	describe	what	

we	like	as	contemporary,	traditional	
and	country,	and	each	style	carries	a	
regional	and	personal	flavor	as	well.	
International	style	is	no	different.	
Clean-lined	contemporary	may	be	its	
hallmark,	but	what	could	be	more	
traditional	than	old-world	finishes	and	
furnishings	that	date	back	centuries?	
Styles	vary	by	region,	whether	in	
Europe,	Asia,	South	America	or	Africa.	
The	truth	is,	both	American	and	
international	styles	reflect	a	variety		
of	influences.		

Minneapolis	designer	Peter	Harms	
won	the	prize	for	Best	Overall	Bath	
in	the	2007	Design	Competition	
sponsored	by	the	National	Kitchen	
and	Bath	Association	(sponsor	of	
KBIS).	His	winning	entry	interprets	

European	style	with	old-world	flair.	
“When	I	first	went	to	Italy,”	Harms	
says,	“I	was	amazed	at	the	warm,	
cozy	feeling	I	got	in	their	rooms.	That	
feeling	came	from	natural	materials	
that	had	aged.	Americans	tend	to	want	
perfect	materials	with	no	scratches,	
but	Europeans	embrace	the	use	of	
materials	such	as	marble,	characterized	
by	imperfections.”	

Denae	Baggs	of	California,	co-
designer	of	the	first-place	powder	
room	in	the	same	design	competition,	
brought	a	contemporary	Asian	theme	
to	her	entry.	The	powder	room	
includes	a	dark	walnut-and-teak	
vanity	and	woven-grass	wallcovering.	
“Americans	are	looking	for	something	
different,”	Baggs	says.	“They	are	

becoming	more	educated	about	good	
design,	what	it	looks	like	and	how	
they	can	get	it.	Especially	in	the	
bathroom,	people	are	noticing	when	
good	design	is	lacking,	and	they	want	
to	create	a	space	that	reflects	their	
personal	style.”

Both	designers	agree,	European	and	
Asian	themes	reflect	the	most	popular	
international	styles	today.	But	that’s	not	
all	that’s	out	there.	Harms	notes	that	
European	influences	can	vary	from	
provincial	French	to	old-world	Italian.	
Baggs	calls	attention	to	Dutch	colonial,	
with	its	white	linens	contrasting	
with	dark	woods,	and	Moroccan,	
characterized	by	bright,	vibrant	
colors	such	as	oranges	and	blues.	
Scandinavian,	very	modern	with	clean	
lines,	has	long	had	a	loyal	following	in	
the	United	States.

Harms	sums	it	up:	“International	
design	means	different	things	to	
different	people.”	

CASHING IN ON THE CACHE
American	consumers	may	still	be	
playing	catch-up	with	international	
design,	but	manufacturers	of	fixtures	
and	finishes	for	the	bath	are	doing	
their	best	to	bring	us	up	to	speed	with		
new	product	offerings.	Deep	soaking	
tubs,	common	in	Japan,	appeal	to	U.S.	
homeowners	seeking	a	relaxing	refuge	

from	worldly	cares.	The	popularity	
of	carrara	marble	and	Italian	ceramic	
tiles	reflects	international	influences.	
Shoji	screens,	originating	in	China	
and	adapted	by	the	Japanese,	are	also	
finding	a	place	here.

Perhaps	the	most	visible	and	popular	
international	product	for	kitchens	and	
baths	seen	in	the	U.S.	in	recent	years	
is	the	quartz	composite	countertop.	
Minnesota-based	Cambria		
(cambriaus.com)	is	the	only	domestic	
manufacturer	to	offer	natural	quartz	
surface	countertops.	

The	Spanish	company	Cosentino		
has	been	manufacturing	natural		
stone	countertops	for	almost		
100	years.	Their	North	American	
Silestone	brand	(silestoneusa.com) 
is	probably	the	best-known	quartz	
composite	sold	in	the	United	States.

An	unusual	new	product	offered	
this	year	at	KBIS	is	the	Washlet	from	
Toto	(totousa.com/washlet).	Many	
Americans	are	familiar	with	this	
Japanese	company	because	Toto	USA	
sells	a	very	popular	line	of	water-
conserving	toilets.	

The	Washlet	is	a	heated	toilet	seat	
that	cleans	you	with	a	gentle	stream	
of	warm	water,	then	dries	you	with	
warm	air.	Unlike	a	bidet,	this	toilet	
seat	doesn’t	require	a	separate	fixture	
in	your	bathroom.	As	Toto	says,	“The	

first	time	you	reach	for	the	toilet’s	
remote	control	and	not	the	roll	of	
tissue,	you’ll	think:	Nice.”	

THE BOTTOM LINE
Kitchen	and	bath	improvements		
recoup	more	value	at	resale	than	other	
remodels,	from	80	to	85	percent,	
according	to	the	2006	Cost	vs.	Value	
study	from	Remodeling	magazine.	
That’s	nice	to	know	from	a	financial	
perspective,	but	it	doesn’t	account	for	
the	inspiration	that	comes	with	living	
in	a	beautiful	space.	That	sense	of	
beauty	can	pay	off	with	a	prospective	
buyer	as	well.	Atlanta	CENTURY	21®	
professional	Chris	Ballard	says,	“High-
end	bathroom	improvements	can	help	
create	the	emotional	connection	a	buyer	
has	with	a	property.	When	people	
establish	an	emotional	connection,	they	
will	find	a	financial	reason	to	justify		
the	purchase.”	n

Updated, polished marble paired with clean, 
flowing design imparts urban sophistication. 

Towel warmers seem a luxurious innovation 
here but are common in European homes. 

Tile designs in exotic and ancient patterns 
lend warmth and whimsy to a modern bath. 

Asian
simplicity

Middle-
eastern

flair

european
function

modern
Italian
finesse

design
global	bath

The clean lines 
of a sleek granite 
countertop and 
rectangular sinks 
set the stage for 
an uncluttered 
bathroom. 
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what’s sizzling for 2008? We’ve tapped some of the industry’s top interior designers and retailers to bring you 

the latest looks, products and attitudes in home decor. take five, take a look and take a tip or two for furnishing 

the living space you call home.  

sustainable 
design
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 Five years ago the idea of dressing up outdoor 
living spaces in the comfort and style of 
interior rooms was just emerging. now it’s a 
reality—even in cooler climates.

In a stately older Minneapolis neighborhood, 
dana Alpeter and her family swear by their 
outdoor living rooms—a garden house, 
cabana, pergola and an outdoor dining/
conversation area complete with a fieldstone 
fireplace. “We use the fireplace all the time, 
not just in the spring or fall, but even in the 
summer and winter,” dana says. “It is so 
atmospheric—we love it.” 

“this trend to indoor-outdoor living seems 
to be going strong,” confirms nashville interior 
designer Cathy Whitlock. “I notice more 
and more homeowners wanting 
screened-in porches, particularly 
with outdoor fireplaces.” 
Since “cocooning” has become 
a national pastime, these areas 
are increasingly 
important and 
as highly desired as a  
dining or family room.

And say good-bye to that scratchy 
old vinyl in basic blue-and-white 
stripes. the chic, black-and-
white Sunbrella fabrics that 
grace the Alpeter home’s 
outdoor spaces are so sleek and 
on-trend, they could easily do 
indoor duty.

In some homes they do.  
Cnn anchor  and  spec ia l 
correspondent Soledad O’Brien’s 
loft in new york’s Chelsea 

neighborhood sports outdoor green-and-
white stripe awning fabric on the breakfast 
banquette. “It’s durable for her four kids,  
and she loves the look,” says her designer, 
Bradley Stephens.

For eco-friendly and trendy outdoor 
shade, try using leafy canopies. “A living roof 
for an outdoor room is a low-energy way to 
keep cool,” says Scott Cohen, president and 
supervising designer for the Green Scene, a 
California outdoor design and construction 
firm. “Consider a vine-covered 
pergola instead of a solid roof 
to provide shade in an 
outdoor sitting area.”

 
 

 
Furniture makers 

have heeded the call 
to outdoor living with 
attractive, durable designs. 
they’re using oversize chaise 
longues, tile-top dining or 
coffee tables and weighted, 
weatherproof lamps. Favorite 
sources for outdoor furniture 
include Holly Hun (check out 
its Sutherland teak line), West 
elm and Crate and Barrel.  >>

Enhance your home’s natural beauty 
with expanded spaces, eco-friendly 

style, and bold colors.
by Candace Ord Manroe

inside moves OUt

ALL-WeAtHer  FrIends
Above: Foam-cube seating 
from design within Reach 
defies the elements. 

COOL BY tHe POOL
Outdoor fabric by  
donghia covers an acrylic 
philippe Starck chair. 

PICnIC WItH PAnACHe 
Left: durable melamine 
is back, with designs in 
any price range, from 
discount to designer. 
Below: dress tables and 
chairs in bright outdoor 
fabrics by donghia and 
Sunbrella.

a natural, 
indoors or 

out
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environmental Protection 
Agency. “using recycled 
materials in concrete and 
drywall is an important way 
to go green,” Sessions says.

Furniture companies 
such as Lee Industries give 

consumers the option to choose eco-friendly 
furniture as well.  For about 10 percent more 
in price, the furniture can be made using 
nontoxic finishes, organic fabrics and even 
soy-based foam for upholstered pieces. “All 
of the style choices make it easier to go 
green. you simply have to upgrade, as for any 
higher quality product,” Soria says.

even synthetic carpets, long valued for 
superior stain resistance, are making the 
switch from petroleum-based products. 
Carpet companies such as Mohawk 
Industries are touting their new corn-based 
synthetic fiber, developed by duPont. 

green goes GOrGeOUs eArtH FrIendLY
Far left: Check out hip and Zen  
for eco-safe pillows. Left:  
Interface Flor’s carpet tiles are 
made of recycled vinyl and nylon.

Green has been around for a long time, but 
only recently have eco-friendly products and 
style come together to create something 
beautiful, says Sandy Soria, who launched 
green coverage for Country Home magazine 
when she served as its executive editor. 
    “today’s solar panels look sleeker and

perform better.  While the panels used to 
look about as attractive as  mounting garage 
doors on your roof, now companies such  as 
Sharp and Ge create panels you can integrate 
into your roof for a seamless look. Just 
remove shingles and screw in the panels and 
you have a clean, more affordable energy 
source for your home,” Soria says.
   Other essentials, such as concrete and 
drywall, afford more opportunities to help 
save the earth. Atlanta builder Pam Sessions, 
past president of her local chapter of the 
national Home Builders Association, created 
a model for green construction for the 

woven straw 
turns chic

For wood floors, designers are reporting 
a trend toward medium to dark floor stains. 
Honed marble and limestone—rich, earthy 
materials without a lot of sheen—remain 
popular choices that work with any palette. 
“Most often these are coupled with new 
or antique rugs to define seating areas and 
add color,” Santa-Cruz says. “My tip is to use 
color in the rug as the big impact statement. 
Splashes of that bold color can be used in 
accessories, pillows or art selections.” 

Shades of green from celadon to avocado 
are in vogue, says nashville interior designer 
Cathy Whitlock. Jewel tones top client wish 
lists for Santa-Cruz. 

Whatever your color choices, designers 
agree—color preference is personal, and 
homeowners should choose what makes 
them happy. n

Candace Ord Manroe is senior decorating editor  
for Traditional Home® magazine and is the author  
of 17 books on design.

color comes on strOnG

PICK YOUr
PALette
Bold colors  
rule, so choose 
just a few. bold and 

beautiful

this year, look for big color statements. But 
practice discretion with bold color moves, 
using brights as accents, advises interior 

designer nestor Santa-Cruz of 
SKB Architecture and design in 
Washington, d.C. “We’re doing a 
porch for a client using orange as 
an accent to  neutrals,” he says. 

Bold moves require common 
sense. Limiting the number of 
strong hues in a palette serves 
as a safety net.  “the key to bold 
color in my mind is to keep it to 
two bold colors, max,” Santa-
Cruz says. Instead of piling 
on mind-boggling color, use 
pattern, texture and contrast. 
For bold color design inspiration,  
Santa-Cruz steers clients to the 
work of classic designers tony 

duquette and david Hicks, and Mexican 
architect Luis Barragan.
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trends in countertop materials change 
almost as fast as haute couture on the 
runways of Paris. the latest rage? Glass.  
At a thickness of 1½ inches (granite is 
usually ¾ inch thick), glass can be infused 
with brilliant colors and manufactured 
to custom-fit all kinds of base cabinet 
configurations. Chicago designer  
Mick de Giulio of deGiulio Kitchen 
design (degiuliokitchens.com) suggests 
backlighting glass countertops for  
stunning visual effects.

While quartz and onyx are gaining in 
popularity, especially in bath applications, 
de Giulio says the latest trend is really a 
reworking of ever-popular granite. 

“Granite is visually so strong that many 
people shy away or tire of it. But flaming 
and honing the stone tones it down,”  
de Giulio says. to achieve a distinctive 
surface appearance resembling limestone, 
blowtorch heat is applied to the stone, 
melting and shattering the crystals. then  
the stone is brushed with a diamond wheel 
to create a unique luster. 

About	this	time	of	year,	sunbeams	in	a	bottle	would	sell	out	quickly	in	our	
colder	climes.	The	next	best	thing	to	have	is	more	natural	sunlight	streaming	
indoors	and,	believe	it	or	not,	that’s	now	possible	with	new	tubular	skylights.	
Akin	to	flexible	heating	ducts,	the	tubular	system	captures	sunshine	and	carries	
it	through	attics	and	around	obstructions,	beaming	it	into	interior	rooms	
through	ceiling	portals.	

Lined	with	a	highly	reflective	laminate	surface,	the	tubing	reflects	sunlight	
along	its	length	and	into	darkened	areas	of	the	house,	including	hallways,	closets	
and	baths.	Sun	Tunnel	(suntunnel.com),	the	brand-name	product	offered	by	
Velux	America,	comes	in	opening	dimensions	of	10,	14	and	22	inches.	The		
larger-diameter	tunnel	is	perfect	for	lighting	up	larger	spaces,	such	as	kitchens	
and	family	rooms.	

Eco-minded	homeowners	know	that	bamboo,	cork	and	
other	sustainable	flooring	products	are	good	for	the	
environment,	but	green	can	be	good-looking	as	well.		

1  BAMBOO, above,	carries	a	grain	distinctive	from	that		
of	hardwoods.	Now	it	can	be	cut	to	enhance	its	
surface	appearance,	even	quarter-sawn	as	with	
traditional	hardwoods.	Its	natural	color,	which	is		
pale,	is	often	smoked	or	carbonized	to	achieve	a	
variety	of	coffee	colors.	

1  CORk	has	wide-ranging	color	possibilities	too.	One	
supplier,	DuroDesign,	Inc.,	offers	tiles	in	54	different	
shades,	allowing	applications	to	complement	favorite	
furnishings	or	cabinet	stains.	Designers	are	using	the	
material	to	create	dramatic	borders,	defining	kitchen/
living/dining	spaces	in	open-plan	homes.		

1  MARMOLEUM,	a	vinyl	substitute	made	from	linseed	
oil	and	wood	fiber,	can	be	installed	as	easily	as	its	
petroleum-based	counterpart,	in	dramatic	patterns	
and	artful	borders.	Marmoleum	has	the	added	
benefit	of	being	anti-bacterial. 

Visit	floorfacts.com for	more	information	about	these	
and	other	flooring	options.

counter trends
Want the latest in surface 
materials? Look to glass or 
granite with a new twist.

walk	on	the							green	side

Interior designers fret over the “flat-
screen wall,” that blank spot set aside 
for hanging the television. You can’t use 
it to anchor furniture or as a display 
wall, since almost any work of art looks 
odd flanking a Tv. what to do?

how about a fireplace? direct-vent 
and ventless fireplaces can be installed 
on interior walls because they need no 
chimney. direct-vent products require 
only a thin metal channel, which can fit 
inside any standard wall. ventless units 
require no venting at all. Improvements 
in the gas combustion process burn 
away byproducts that have caused 
indoor pollution concerns.

Two leaders in manufactured gas 
fireplaces, heat & glo (heatnglo.com) 
and heatilator (heatilator.com) offer 
advanced technologies with fashionable 
new architectural designs. 

fiRE iT up
New ventless units help you 
install a warm glow, even on 
walls without a chimney.

bright idea
Let the sun shine in almost anywhere in your home.
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Our interior design expert answers 
your kitchen and bath questions.
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Qhow can we keep control of our bathroom 
remodeling budget?

ANSWER: Make all of your decisions before you 
begin the project. First, scope out the amenities 
you’ll want to include and shop around to get the 
best prices. then, talk with your contractor about 
labor costs, taking into account any work you’ll be 
doing yourself. Finally, set a realistic budget and add  
10 percent for construction surprises that often crop 
up during or after demolition.

Maintain good communication with your 
contractor and if there are any changes in your bid 
before the project is finished, get them in writing.

during the project remember that you have 
already researched what you want—stop shopping 
so that you don’t make emotional, last-minute 
changes, such as swapping out a $100 faucet for one 
you just fell in love with that costs twice as much.
      

Marilyn terlouw, a Certified  
Kitchen designer, is the founder  
of Kitchen Concepts, Inc., based  
in newton, Iowa.

designer’s 
 corner

what design elements can we incorporate into  
our kitchen to accommodate our pets?

ANSWER: the kitchen is a gathering place for family and friends, 
so it’s natural to want to make your four-legged friends feel 
welcome there too.

your pet needs a bed that can be its designated spot, where he 
can see you but feel sheltered and safe. you may want to build an 
area by the window because pets enjoy watching the birds and 
outdoor activity. A converted out-of-the-way base cabinet could 
also serve as a den when outfitted with a comfortable cushion. 
His food and water bowls should be placed where people won’t 
trip over them such as an area recessed into—or that slides 
into—a base cabinet. An adjacent drawer or sealed-off area can 
house the pet’s food, treats, vitamins and other essentials.

we like the placement and structure of our cabinets,  
but we dislike the color of the wood. Are there any  
quick fixes?

ANSWER: the most common solution to changing the 
appearance of wood is to paint it. the wood should be cleaned 
with a commercial cleaner intended specifically for wood, sanded, 
primed and then painted the desired color.  

Another option is to strip the stain and apply the stain color of 
your choice. A quick solution would be to use an all-in-one stain-
varnish gel. there’s no need to sand—you just wipe on the gel in 
the desired color with a rag and let it dry 12–24 hours. Additional 
coats deepen the tone.

For an even easier choice, use a color wash on your light-color 
cabinets. Mix water-based paint with water until you get the 
desired tone. the more water used, the more transparent the 
color. Be sure to practice on some scrap wood before beginning  
to make sure the color is right. n
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A simple art form emerges
from the shadows.

Silhouettes	capture	a	moment	in	time.	This	centuries-old	technique	was	a	way	to	
portray	loved	ones,	even	depicting	changes	through	the	years.	Now	this	art	form	
is	celebrating	a	renaissance,	and	technology	simplifies	the	process.	Programs	such	
as	Adobe	Photoshop	(adobe.com/downloads)	allow	you	to	quickly	transform	
digital	images	into	outlines.	To	create	a	silhouette	the	old-fashioned	way,	seat	
your	subject	in	profile	between	a	direct	light	source	and	a	sheet	of	paper,	then	
trace	around	the	shadow.	Reduce	or	enlarge	the	image	to	fit	a	frame.	Then	cut	
and	mount	the	profile.	Soon	your	shadows	will	come	to	life,	adding	drama,	
mystery	and	whimsy	to	your	decor.
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